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Krukov V. G. The Tasks of the Ukrainian Arabistic Source Studies 
under the Conditions of the Development of the European Orientalism 
(Historiographical Review) 

The article represents an attempt to determine the basic perspective 
directions of the Ukrainian Arabistic source studies on the basis of the 
historiographical analysis of the achievements of the European Orientalism. It 
is revealed, that during the last two centuries the studying of works of Arab 
authors about the the early Middle Ages Ukraine is occurred within the 
exploring of information of written documents about lands and population of 
the Eastern Europe. In the development of this area of Arabistic researches the 
author identifies two stages: 1. The accumulation of the information about 
ethnoses in the Eastern Europe, which contained in written documents of Arab 
Caliphate of IX – X centuries and the formation of the basic topics of its 
research (the middle of the 20's – the end of the 30's of the XX century); 
2. The reorientation of the investigations of this information on the analytical 
and critical selection and logical systematization. Thus the information of the 
mentioned written sources now is not self-sufficient information factor of the 
investigation of ethno-historical processes, which took place on the lands of 
Ukraine in the pagan period of its history. In these circumstances, the author 
considers that the only prospect of the further development of Ukrainian 
Arabistic source studies is the implementation of the scientific project of 
compiling critical summary of information of Arab authors in the early Middle 
Ages about the history of Kievan Russia, which was proved by Ukrainian 
arabist Wolf Bayliss. According to the author such research work can be done 
at the Department of World History and International Relations at Lugansk 
Taras Shevchenko National University. 

Key words: Arabic written documents, early Middle Ages, the written 
tradition, Orientalism, source studies, Ukraine, Arab Caliphate, Eastern 
Europe, ethno-historical process. 
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