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Krukov V. G. The Evolution of semantic of the ethnonym
"Burgan" / / in the works of "astronomy genre" of Arabic
geographical tradition of the early Middl Ages

Based on a wide range of primary sources related to "astronomy genre"
of Arabic geographical tradition of the early Middl Ages, the article is
devoted to the analysis of the ethnonym "burgan" and its semantic considering
differing stages of ethnogenesis of Turkic-Ugric nomads which took part in
the formation of the Danubian Bulgares. It has been found that in the "Book of
the Picture of the Earth" by al-Huwarizmi the mentioned ethnonym designates
Turkic-Ugric hordes which migrated through the steppes of East Europe
before the invasion of the Khazars. In "A book of Celestial movements and a
Summary of the Science of the Stars" written by the Fargani the
aforementioned ethnonym means both the Turkic-Ugric State established in
the Lower Danube and the dominant strata of its population. The author
considers that semantic changes of the ethnonym "burgan" mark
transformation of the conception of citizenschip to the notion of Slavic ethnic
and political community of the Danubian Bulgars.

Keywords: "burgan", "astronomy genre", Arabic geographical tradition.
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