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Perception of the early 13th century’s Mongolia in Arab Historical  
and Encyclopedic Tradition of the 13th–15th centuries 

 

A.V. Kozhushko 

(Lugansk Taras Shevchenko State University) 
 

The article contains a textual analysis of information of Arab historians and encyclopedists of the 13th–15th 

centuries about the early 13th century’s Mongolia. The author emphasizes the fact that historiography basically 

solved the problem of finding the original habitat of the Mongol tribes based on information of Chinese, Mongol 

and Persian sources. In this connection, the author used the works of Arab historians and encyclopedists of the 13th–

15th centuries: of the contemporaries of the Mongol conquests of the 13 th century – Ibn al-Athir, Yakut, al-Nasawi 

as well as the Arab historiographers (since the mid–13th century); and later Arab historians – Ibn Wasil, al-Dhahabi, 

Abu-l-Fida’, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Khaldun, al-Makrizi, Ibn ‘Arabshah, Ibn Tagri Bardi, al-Suyuti and Arab 

encyclopedists of the 14th – beginning of the 15th centuries; all this in order to determine how the Arab scholars of 

this period imagined Mongolia – the ancestral home of the Mongol tribes – before their invasion of the Islamic 

world in the early 13th century. In the writing-process author also studied the Arab geographers of the 13th–15th cen-

turies, in particular Zakariya al-Qazwini, Ibn Sa‘id, al-Bakuwi, as well as historical chronicles of Persian authors of 

the same time of Juzjani and Rashid al-Din. The results showed that in view of the objective reasons medieval Arab 

scholars did not have such specific information that can be found in Chinese, Mongol and Persian sources. There-

fore, their works contain only that information on the ancestral home of the Mongols, which had been known to 

them. 

 

Keywords: Mongols, Mongolia, Chinggis Khan, sources, historiography, Arab sources. 
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