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THE PROBLEM OF FATHERLESSNESS IN THE USA

The importance of father in the family other than the
creation of children is in doubt. There are lots of
American scientists, investigating fatherless families,
including D. Popenoe, J. Elshtain, S. McLanahan),
M. Baniels, Dan Quayle, M. Gallagher, R. Griswold,
F. Dodson, and others. They are divided into three
camps: conservatives, feminists, and liberals.

Conservatives make efforts to restore the lost value of
the two-parent family. They consider single-mother
families as rather harmful for children. Popenoe [1], for
example, states that up to 60% of rapists, 70 % of long-
term prisoners, and 72% of killers are the victims of

CYS YS
c-u-nulmuﬁu 178




(

Council of Young Scientists cien I ] ' 16 i:} )

D)
=
P

fatherless upbringing. Such children commit suicide more
often, as well as use drugs. To the opinion of the
scientist, a child, who is brought up by mother alone, will
not become a good person. The main reason for the
decrease of a child’s well-being is the lack of money. So,
a child should live in a full family. Both parents should
take care of their children for the full and harmonious
development of their personality. That is why the
conservatives stand for the renovation of family values,
and support of families by the church. Most conservatives
are males. The following family researchers are
conservatives: D. Popenoe, J. Elshtain, S. MclLanahan,
C. Daniels, D. Quayle, R. Griswold etc.

As for feminists, they respect various forms of a
family. Nevertheless, they stand for the independence
and equality of all family members. The majority of
feminists are females, and they admit personal
independence and individuality. Thus, feminists accept
various forms of relationships among family members,
and respect the family as a social institution, but they
strive to be modern, to have freedom and equality in
relationships and bringing up of children, as well as
prefer to have financial independence. Feminists think
that a family disruption does not cause any long-term
effect on children. Besides, it may even give them some
life experience. M. Krantzler [2] thinks that children may
survive any family crisis without much trauma, and will
eventually become nice people. The feminists include the
following scientists: J. Giele, M. Krantzler, A. Skolnick etc.
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Liberals deny negative effects of fatherless, though,
they accept structural changes in the modern family.
They acknowledge that a family has lost its values, and
should not exist just to burden a man and a woman.
Single-parent families also have a right to exist. And they
do not differ much from full families. M. Gallagher [3]
admits that children from single-mother families do well
at school, just like children from intact families. Besides,
they are more successful in their study than children,
who live with a single father. M. Gallagher blames
conservatives for inaccurate statistics they give. The only
major problem fatherless families may come across is of
financial nature. Although, not all women suffer from the
shortage of money, as lots of women are independent
and earn as much as men do. Among liberals there are
the following scientists: F. Dodson, M. Gallagher,
K. Keniston, K. Pollitt, etc.

Thus, as we can see, the majority of scientists believe
that family is changing now, and fatherless families are
not worse than those, who have both parents. Single-
parent families are treated as normal ones in the USA.
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